
Massachusetts Depar tment of Conservation and Recreation 
Bureau of Fire Control and Forestry 

Proposed Timber  Harvesting Summary 
Name: West Branch Beaver  

 
Region:    Western 
Recreation Distr ict:   Central Berkshire 
Forest Management Distr ict: Central Berkshire 
State Forest:    October Mountain 
Closest Road:    West Branch Road 
 
Contact Information:  Kris Massini 

PO Box 1433 
     740 South Street 

Pittsfield, MA 01202 
(413) 442-8928 ext. 33 
Kris.massini@state.ma.us 

 
Stand Descr iption: 
 
This is a 100 acre area located north of West Branch Road in the October Mountain State Forest.  It consists 
of 75 acres of northern hardwoods, 22 acres of spruce and 4 acres of white pine / hardwoods.  Stand has 70 – 
80 percent unacceptable growing stock arising from many causes including wind/ice damage, insect 
infestations and disease. This stand is bound by State forest lines to the north and wetlands/beaver ponds and 
streams to the north, west and east. 
 
Silviculture: 
 
The goal of this harvest is to reduce the stocking of these stands to promote the growth of the higher quality 
healthier trees.  A selection harvest in combination with commercial thinning in healthier areas will be used 
to accomplish this goal by establishing and releasing current regeneration and providing remaining healthy 
trees with more resources to continue growing.   
 
Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Considerations: 
 
There is no recreational use in this portion of the forest.  There are no legal trails and there have been no 
illegal trails found up to this point.  The northern boundary of the project is the state forest boundary and the 
western, southern and east boundary is a stream with associated wetlands and beaver ponds that flow out of 
Sandwash Reservoir.  All water features will be protected by the standards of the Massachusetts Forestry 
Best Management Practices.  Two existing potential wildlife trees will be left on average per acre; these trees 
will range in size and feature composition.  
 
Sale Layout: 
 
The landing used for this project will be created off of West Branch Road to minimize visual impact.  All 
wetlands, beaver ponds and streams will be buffered to Massachusetts Forestry Best Management Practices 
standards. 
 
 
 
 



 
  
Park Supervisor : __________________________________  Date: _________________ 
  
Regional Director : _________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 
Distr ict Forester : __________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 
 
  
Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area 



 
 
 


